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Revered for its serenity, glamorized
for its bewy=of privileged visitors, and
appreciated by anyone who unravels
its true mystique. St. Barthélemy is
not just an island—it’s a playground
for all of your senses.

By Eve Gurevich

arging a proximate alliance with the Leeward Islands, St. Barths'

aura of subtle sophislication is first evideced by its lack of massive

cruase lingrs, ubigquitous on other islands. An impressive gastronomic

selection, world-renowned resorts, and a stream of luxury boutiques
compliment its welcoming discration. A barran version of St. Barthe greetad
Greta Garbo and Howard Hughes in the '60s; Garbo supposedly mocked her
host for buying the useless land. By the '60s the island had gained interest fram
the Rothschilds and Rockefellers, who purchased strategic plots to prevent
major development, By the late "70s, Aristotle Onassis had moored the first
megayacht on St. Bartha=the 325-foot Christina O,

Today, Gustavia's Quai Général De Gaulle is no stranger o megayachis.
Paul Allen's 488-foat Octopus, Larry Ellison's 463-foot Rising Sun, and
Ron Perelman's 188-foot Litima Ii-a staple of the harbor during the winter
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months—are as common here as neon Gallardos are on South Beach, Hecently
the 282-foot Ecsfasea, one of many yachis belonging 1o Ruasian oligarch
Roman Abramovich, anchored in Gustavia while the 42-year old bilicnaire
checked out local real estate. A work in progress, the 525-foot Eclipse, will

socn join Abramovich's fleet, The $300-millon vessel comes equipped with two
helicopter pads, three tenders, and a submarine~for a quick getaway. March and
Decamber are epic months for many of theese seatrophies. 5t Barths' Bucket
and New Year's Eve Regatta epitomize the island's healthy econcmy as an
mpresswve armada competes around 15 harbor

Private navigation undoubtedly saves time, but if deciding on a commercial route,
& connecting flight awaits you al 51 Martin's Juhiana airport. The flight to 51
Barths' miniature airport, which cannot accommadale commercial planes, takes
about 10 minutes. The last connecting flight 1o St, Barths is at Spm. Miss it and
you will be humbled by the farry axperience, which leaves Marigot or Oyster Bay
dupending on the day of the week. The choppy voyage takes over an hour and
robs you of a bird’s eye-view of Baie de 51. Jean—a popular beach an the island
Assde from the visual experience, fiying into SBH 15 ssmply mone conveneent than
inching into Gustavia while eight seasick passengers push their way to the dock.

Regardiess of how you get to the island, where you stay onoe you're here is what

led socialite.

matters most. St Barths' real estate is best compared to a well-hee
Veiled in muted tones, without a hint of ostentation, her simple gray turtleneck
i5 i facl Herméss, And so an unassuming one-badroom willa, with Iitthe space
but plenty of room for imagination, costs about $1 million, lts lecation dossn't
provide the best views, but for $5 millicn you can have a three-badroom with
an infinily-edged pool overlooking the ocean. You may feel like you have armved
until you happen to catch a gimpse of the villa down the road, Gitana Bay. In
2005, the 7.4-acre Marigot estate sold for $21.4 milkion, setting a precedent for
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the island. The property, which mclided a four-bedroom villa, three-bedroom
guesthouse, and a caretaker's coltage, was previously home to Baron Benjamin
de Rothachild. An industrious fellow, Rothschild kept himself busy by renting
oul ane of the properties as a lusury hotel, The $50,000-per-week rental was
prompily booked for every holiday season, Today there are several propertias
that carry a similar price tag 1o Gitana Bay, but you must be pre-qualified to even
aee g photo of the unpublished hstings

f buying ancther home isn't on your mmediale agenda, there are many less

binding options. However, as of January 1, a five percent tax now applies fo

all rentals=which will more than likely elede a majonty of the island’s wistors,

But il any rental is worth a fow extra dollars, 1's Eden Rock, a landmark hotel
unparalieled by its view and location, A vision of Rémy de Haneen, father of St.
Barths' tourism and its former mayor, the hotel was purchased as a private residence
in 1996, Today if s parl of the Reiais & Chiteaus group, which admits only the most
luxurious propartes, most of them holding histoncal signfcanco

Boldly situated on a promantory everlooking the turquoise lagoon of Baie de 51
Jean, Eden Rock's glamorized fagade is an exception to 5t. Barths' whitewashed
refiremant. Featuring 33 properties, Eden’s Rock's latest addition is Villa Nina
The six-star luxe accommadation includes a private art gallery, two swimming
pools, and a home-theater. A butler is readily available to ensure that your stay is
flawless. Soma, however, may already expect parfaction when paying $100,000
per week, Don't worry, that's only duning the holiday season; rates start al
$70,000 during the slower months, The hotel also offers fractional ownership
through the Eden Rock Owner's Socioty, which guarantees four to five weeks
per year for a total of 75 years.

One of Eden Rock's restaurants, On-ihe-Rocks, blends exemplary cuisine
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On the Rocks restaurant at
Eden Rock

sphere of relaxed, tanned diners enpoying sand littared with semi-nede sunbathers. Most of the beaches on 5t. Barthe

an-Claude Dul

ick b

fram French Che ur, Paying uphald the European standard, but Saline just happens to attract the majority

an cufture, Duluc illon s the of the tan-line-hating population. It is not uncommaon 1o spot part-time

~arebd

BIC
term on the menu., However, if bowillon 12 too dainty, the Kobe Jimmy Buifet eunbathing fully nude, surrounded

| suraly satsfy any palate. Right next-door o Edoen Rock stares, which are mostly directed at the naked

to have lunch and people watch. Casa Nikki, ils ather than Jimmy Buffet

ne counterpart, ia located in Gustavia, The latier provides the periec urpriged miny with img

ending to a lazy day on the beach, If you're still in the mood to party, the Yachl as Baz Bar, on Gius

Club is ned far and is considered the club on the isknd Do save an its outdoor re:

51. Barth on Point Milou. After dinner the 1ables ane

s hard 1o imagine when you first encounter the restaurant's docile vibe A short drive from Saline beach is Hotel St. Barths Isle de France, Mora secluded

-k it's & favorite amongst celebrities, Recenl guests have included

ming on St Barths s ot any agrae that Frang ilera, Arnold Schwarzenegoer, and Sylvester Slallone The white

ombiar is thi hef lean-Danes venaerad villas of lsle de France envelop 10 acres on Baswe des Flamands and

n of arganic are directly on the beach. The hotel's Molton Brown Spa features the signature

private, no-frills villas with views of Flamands

ou. The hotel's treedined entrance and antquated stone lence caphuere

f Prowenca, and for a moment you forget that you ara in the: Cranbbea

ar restauranis ke Le

be and sga-salt smell 15 ke .|l';|;|""': 5 CH resr

or the newly added O'Cornir, Bath situated on Gustavi

they are lively, modemn lounges, Le Strand offers a whe reminisce firat visst or i you have been coming here lar

not & % S Bartha is truly unlke any ¢ risland in the Caribbean. The familsar

thir Hamplone, while D'Corner has a gp

Vanilla Fum. A shod i

miust make an excaption to try the sland vhalt sea and red reoflops is just a ghmpae of the island's charm

nead to experance why evary IWEE IS t's & dis wii that 1 mildly hard 1o reach, but once you're there, anything s

possible. Champagne lounges are minubes away from bar counters and haul
An aventtul moght Bring nany to unwind o Sahne beach. Just as popular i St uiging i5 close 10 sevaral local hangouts ke Andy's Hideaway Santa Fe, and
lean, but wnlike the gan curren] makes ite water maor Do Brazil. The skand's spas and boutiques are also a perk, but why come
turbulent. The b wecant from its rocky path onio the o shop for beachwear when you sunbathe au naturale? @
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