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With the aquamarine waters of the Caribbean at its doorstep and a music studio onsite, the six-bedroom 
Villa Rockstar in St Barths is the perfect holiday playpen. HJ dons flip-flops and heads for the beach
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St Barths Villa Rockstar
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 W
hen the HJ team first spoke to David Matthews,

he was running along the pristine, white sand 

beaches of St Barthélemy. The local time was 

7pm, and he was enjoying a leisurely jog while watching 

the sun setting over the azure blues of Caribbean Sea. 

It was another average day on the far-away island of St

Barths, an overseas French collectivity located in the 

French West Indies.

David and his wife Jane, who both hail from the UK, 

own plush party pad Villa Rockstar, along with their first 

property on the island, luxury hotel Eden Rock – St Barths. 

The pair first came to the island years ago on a sailing trip. 

They have not looked back since. “We dropped anchor 

off St Barths,” reminisces David. “In the evening light, 

we saw this amazing property … we enquired about it; it 

was owned by a famous local adventurer.” The intrepid 

explorer had spent his life diving to treasure sites, aviating 

and landing on islands no one had set foot on before.The 

Matthews snapped it up. Initially, they planned on keeping 

it as a private home but “one thing led to another. There 

was a little bar going … we kept it running mainly because 

we liked ... the people who wandered up the driveway,” 

says David. And so Eden Rock – St Barths was born and 

the Matthews settled into island life.

With the first hotel cruising along nicely, the pair looked 
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to the next project. As it turned out, they didn’t need to 

look further than their backyard. Just next-door was a 

“large plot of land by St Barths’ standards,” says David.

After considering it from over the fence for a while, the 

pair purchased the lot and set about transforming it into 

Villa Rockstar, the landlubber’s equivalent of a “hundred 

million dollar yacht”.

Given that David and his wife had arrived on St Barths

by yacht, the villa’s breezy sailing style is fitting. Four, 

airy and contemporary suites feature opulent beds under 

wooden-beamed ceilings, with breathtaking views over 

St Jean, one of the island’s finest beaches. There are 

two extra cabins for staff (the villa comes with a personal 

butler if you would like one) or children. 

Each bathroom in the villa is different, decked out in 

glittering tiles in various shades – the masterpiece being 

a perfectly circular ensuite adorned with tiles in pure 

white gold, which sparkle across floor, wall and ceiling. A

golden-hued bathtub completes the look – like the room, 

it forms a perfect circle.

The bedrooms and bathrooms are spread across a 

northern and southern wing, connected by cloisters and 

opening onto a central courtyard. Facing this expanse of 

green is a spacious living area decked out in crisp whites, 

with a fresh, relaxed seaside feel. Here, a long white table 

seats up to 12; there’s a pool table, a bar and a chilled 

misting system – to cool and moisten the air – to boot. 

Jane was the brains behind the villa’s modern and 
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clockwise from 
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the four airy bedroom 
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mellow interior design. Meanwhile, her husband worked 

with a local team to create the exterior. “Three hundred 

years ago, St Barths was populated by a few hundred 

people chased out of France. It has evolved a very 

distinct style as a result – small, low-lying buildings 

that are safe against wind and storm,” explains David. 

The construction team chose to stay true to this style, 

creating a sprawling 16,500-sq-ft estate that calls to mind 

the wide, spreading rooflines, galleries and colonnettes 

of colonial plantation houses.

Aside from its calm interior design and architecture that 

echoes the island’s French Creole roots, Villa Rockstar’s

major draw card is its music studio and movie theatre. 

The recording studio is one of David’s favourite parts 

of the house. He and his wife partnered with sound 

engineer Allen Sides, owner of Ocean Way Hollywood, a 

famous recording studio, to bring this room to life. Sides

has worked on albums for Michael Jackson, Red Hot 

Chili Peppers, Frank Sinatra, Duke Ellington and Alanis 

Morrisette, to name but a few. Sides “collected recording 
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equipment,” including a mixing console that John Lennon 

owned towards the end of his life in New York. Imagine

was recorded on this very console. Some of this treasured 

equipment graces the studio at Villa Rockstar. 

The Matthews, it appears, are huge supporters of the 

music industry. “We hope musicians will come and live 

here,” says David. Musicians are not the only creative 

types encouraged to come and enjoy the cool hedonism 

of Villa Rockstar. The couple exhibits artworks by local 

artists, as well as “giving a sponsorship to an artist to 

come and work here, to exhibit here,” he explains. “We

hope that we may continue to promote the creative 

process,” says David. It’s clear the Matthews love their 

charming isle and that they like nothing more than sharing 

its pure beauty with visitors. 

A seaplane or boat ride from St Martins, Antigua and 

Anguilla, St Barths’ distance from the rest of the world 

has allowed it to stay relatively untouched. “It’s a free and 

liberated place. It still possesses a quality of peacefulness,” 

enthuses David. “I love the colours of the sunshine in the 

afternoon, the colours of the ocean, the colours of the 

vegetation. All of this has made a profound impression.”

Villa Rockstar is available for rent year round, with a 

minimum stay of 10 nights at Christmas and New Year.
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ASIDE FROM ITS CALM INTERIOR DESIGN AND FRENCH CREOLE INSPIRED AR-

CHITECTURE, VILLA ROCKSTAR’S MAJOR DRAW CARD IS ITS MUSIC STUDIO AND 

MOVIE THEATRE. “WE HOPE MUSICIANS WILL COME AND LIVE HERE,” SAYS DAVID


