





Since 194 e has held the world record for the highest fine imposed for the traffick'iﬁg i

of arms, cigareties and alcchol. However, this type of trade was tolerated in the
Caribbean. Everyone did it!

Rémy was not afraid of anything and found himself twice in prisen but not for very

long perieds. A lord of freedom is not imprisoned, he escaped. His perfect knowledge

of the Caribbean enabled him to hide more than once and also to save other peeple who
were being hunted. One day, locked in his hotel room before being imprisoned, Bém'g;r-
succeeded in persuading the two police officers who guarded kim. He told them that it
was essential that he went to his plane to check something. When they arrived at the
plane, he asked the two men to climb aboard with him. He took off with them, still ocn
the pretext of checking the correct functioning of the plane. He landed on another
island pretending there was a problem and that an emergency landing was needed.
There he asked ome of the pelice efficers te find a bucket of water and the ather to
get out, to help on the outside of the plane. Once the two officers were on the ground,
he jumped inte the plane, took off and disappeared! It is alse thanks to his plane,
which he could land almost anywhere, that he carried away Gisele, his partner. Rémy was
fascinated by this young Martinique beauty, but Gisele came from an important family
which viewed with distaste the interest which Rémy, an adventurer without a name and
without a fertune, and much elder than Gisele, showed in this young woman. Rémy did
not ask anyone’s permission. One evening after school he landed not far from the home
of Gisele’s parents. He suggested that she get in his plane, for a flight and he did not
return. He had kidnapped her! She was I8.

Rémy isahumanist, alerd, aprinceoflife, and nothing ever could stop his determination

te always go towards the best, the new, the out-of-the-ordinary. Sometimes he made

mistakes and he paid dearly both inm reality and figuratively. Several times he was

ruined, but like the phoenix he always rose again and set out, each time more combative,
more determined, more genmerous. Rémy was an idealist, an inventor, a pionmeer. St

Barthélémy owes him a great deal. Aviation in this part of the world owes him a great

deal. He ushered in the development of trade, tourism, and the well being of the people.

Several years before landing on St Barthélemy, Rémy de Haenen rented the island of
Tintamarre from its owner, L.C. Flemming, and made it both hisaviation base and his home,

He settled there with Gisele. It was also there that the aldest of his three daughters, ;
Héléne, was born. When she talks te you about her father, one senses a mixture of love

and anger. Yes, this man had brilliant aspects and at the same time, like all great men,
he was impossible to live with and was full of paradoxes.

On Tintamarre, Rémy built a 300 meter runway, near a lagoon that could also accommodate i

seaplanes. In I946 he founded the West Indian Airline Company, the CAA. He did not really

receive aeronautic authorization. But this is not the type of thing to stop Rémy. He

bought planes from the American army and the adventure began. He traded between the

various islands thanks to his planes. Tintamarre would be the maintenance base for the
CAA fleet. In I, there were several air crashes, which weakened the company: in one il
crash a nun and a pilot were killed. But it was the hurricane on September I, 1950 that

dealt a fatal blow te the young company.



















